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Instructions for Making the 1777 British
Army in Canada
“Burgoyne” Cap

By Paul Novotny — 24* Foot
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Materials and Preparation
To begin, acquire a round blocked wool felt hat blank. If you are reusing an old cocked hat, start by
removing the binding, lining, cockade, button, and cording. Steam the brim flat to prepare for cutting.

Part 1 — The Cutting of the Hat

Use a razor or sharp knife to
separate the crown from the brim,
ensuring a clean, even cut by
pressing the crown down on a flat
surface. With chalk and a suitable
pattern, trace and cut out the front
plate, crest, and side plate from the
brim.

NOTE: The printed pattern of front
plate is only half of the plate, either
print two and tape the two pieces
together or place on a folded sheet
and cut one out.
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Part 2 — The Assembling

You should now have four pieces
of your cap. A crown, front plate,
side plate, and crest.

NOTE: The front plate pattern might go
beyond the brim, don’t worry the side
plates and front plate will overlap and
either leave the curve of the brim or
cut the side bar of the front plate
square, your choice.

Mark your centers, front, top and
back of your crown, center front
of front plate and center back of
your side plates.
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Line up the center marking of the
side plate center back to the
crown center back and sew at
the bottom edge the two pieces
together with a tight back space
stitch.

Line up the center marking of the
Front plate center front to the
crown center front and sew at the
bottom age the two pieces
together with a tight back space
stitch.

Tack down the top of side plate to
the crown with a tight back space
stitch as well as down the side
bar of the front.

With a light grade sandpaper
smooths out the bottom of
the cap to make even rim.
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Cut 8” of white woolen tape for
your “Button Loop”

Stitch white woolen tape with a
running stitch at the location just
before the wearers left ear on to
the front plate.

NOTE: See Roy Najecki’s supplement of making a
horsehair cockade. You can purchase horse-hair
sheeting through Rou at http:// Najecki.com

Place your Cockade and take the
tape over the cockade as tight as
you can, and mark were the
regimental button need to be
affix to the cap. Remove the
cockade and sew on the
regimental button.

V.3d.2025/09/03
PN



Chalk a line %” from the bottom
of the crest.

Stitch along the chalk line with
either a tight back space stitch or
a running stitch

Clip along the bottom of the
crest up to the stitch line, to
allow the ease to the inside
of the crown.

V.3d.2025/09/03
PN



If you don’t have a headstand, |
highly recommend one that
allow pinning. See Amazon

Cover it with plastic wrap, to
keep from sticking when you
glue the crest to crown.

Mark the front of the crest
along the center chalk line.
To top of the side plate
center back and with a razor
cut, this will be the opening
to slide the crest through.

Slide the crest through the
opening from inside of the
crown until the crest stitch
line.
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Place a bead of glue
(Elmer’s) on the inside of the
crown where the crest and
spread open.

Place your hat on the head
stand and pin down around
the crest, let the glue dry
overnight.

Once dry, secure the crest
more to the crown either do
another tight back space
stitch or running stitch
around the inside of crest.

NOTE: You can skip the glue and just stitch
the crest to the crown. | think glue helps
secure it better.
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Cut out a length of natural linen
5” wide and depending on your
hat size length with % seam
allowance added.

As well as the circle per patten
for the top on the lining.

With a %2” seam allowance, sew
the back of the lining side with a
tight running stitch or back
stitch and press, followed by
sewing on the top with once
again either running or back
stitch and press.

Place the lining into the crown,
fold in the lining and wipe stitch
the lining onto the hat
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Part 3 - The Horsehair Crest

Length of the White horsehair approximately 10” +

Cut a length of linen tape twice the size (about
14”) of the crest and lay it out, place your
horsehair on half of the tape and spread it into
a single row as best as you can. Put a bead of
glue (Elmer’s) and spread it out, then take the
other half of the tape and fold it over and
proceed to base stitch a strip of linen together
and let it dry. Trim excess hair at the bottom if
needed.

NOTE: Use more horsehair than you think you
should as you will lose some during assembly.

Take based horsehairand run a
back stitch either by hand or
sewing machine.
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Depending on how thick you
want to have your crest, do
multiple rows. | find two will do
in most cases.

NOTE: There are other
methods in creating the
crest see Eric
Schnitzer supplement.

Use a running stitch to bind the
layers together.

If you wish to color your hair, | use regular RIT dye and
follow the instructions on the bottle. We add both salt
and vinegar to help set the color. Then after we hang it
upside down to drip dry for 12 or 24 hours. But you will
still need to remove some excess dye by spraying hair

with water until the droplet runs clear.
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Insert your horsehair into the
crest, making sure that none of
the linen is seen. If your
horsehair needs trimming to fit,
trim it towards the back.

One the horsehair is in place, at
the top either do a tight running
stitch or even a back stitch to
help to secure the hair. You don’t
want to have any premature hair
lost.

The next step; take 1 part shellac (white or orange 3
Ib. cut) to 2 parts denatured alcohol. With

a brush and apply a thin layer of stiffing solution
upon the hat, make sure you get the back of the
front plate. Let dry at least 8 hours and repeat
until you have the desire hardness.

Apply in a well-ventilated location

Stiffing recipe curtesy of Roy Najecki

NOTE: | always add a few more layers around and
on the crest.
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Gently comb the horsehair to the
right of the cap, if needed, spray
a bit of water to assist and set
the hair. If necessary, trim hair so
it is not beyond the bottom of
the cap.

Add your cockade and if you wish
to make sure it stays, a small
tacking stitch can be done to the
button loop.

Finished
The 1777 British Army in Canada
“Burgoyne” Cap
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Print two copies to assemble the full front plate and _— /
crest pattern. Cut the pieces out and align the edge
of them at the marked points and tape securely. |
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Print on 11x8.5 letter paper  Loslosd

Side\Back Plate
Cut 1

o Cut the side lining
TOp of the I—mmg 5" wide by head measuement

Cut 1 plus 1" for 1/2 seam allowance.
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“The Men's Hatts to be cut into caps
alter a pattern which will be given”

Instructions for Reproducing British Battalion Company &
Royal Regiment of Artillery “Horsehair” Caps, Province of Quebec, 1777

Eric H. Schnitzer

© Eric Schnitzer, 2012. These instructions and the accompanying pattern may be reproduced for private research
and/or private living history reproduction purposes, but may not be published without consent from the author.
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A South West View of St. John's shewing the Fort and the Detach’d Redoubt with the Blockhouse opposite (detail)
by James Hunter (unknown-1792), 1779
Library and Archives Canada, C-001507



Materials for Reproducing British Battalion Company &
Royal Regiment of Artillery “Horsehair” Caps,
Province of Quebec, 1777:

Felt hat blank or deconstructed cocked hat with neither trim nor lining
Cockade

Regimental button

Button loop

Hat lining

Horsehair

Linen for crest lining

Pattern, consisting of four parts (front, rear, crest, and crest lining)

1) Use the three pattern parts to cut out felt pieces from hat brim. It is possible that the
entirety of the larger front pattern part will not fit completely on the felt; this is OK. In
that event, ensure that the front pattern part is placed evenly on the brim so that both ends
(ears) of the front piece will be affected equally. Cut out crest lining in linen using the
fourth pattern part.

2) Cut away the remainder of the hat brim close to the crown.

3) Locate and mark the center of the rear of the crown at the bottom. Likewise, mark the
center of one of the long sides of the felt rectangular rear piece. Match the mark on the
rear piece to the mark on the crown, ensuring that the bottom of the rectangular rear piece
is flush with the bottom of the crown. Sew the bottom of the rear piece to the crown using
a running stitch:




4) Line up the felt front piece with the center of the front of the crown. Measure so that
the ears of the front piece overlap the ends of the rear piece equidistantly (if the
overlapping is deemed too long, do not hesitate to cut back the ears). Ensuring that the
front piece is flush with the bottom of the crown, sew the bottom of the front piece to the
crown using a running stitch:

5) At the point where the felt front piece overlaps the felt rear piece, it may be that one is
higher than the other; you want both pieces to be at an even height at that particular point.
Cut excess felt from the ears of the front piece as needed to achieve an even height,
subtly feathering your cut along the length of the ear portion of the front piece:

6) Again note where the felt front piece ears overlap the felt rear piece. Reinforce the
overlap with a running or stabbing stitch perpendicular to the bottom of the crown. Stitch
through all three layers (crown, rear piece and front piece):




7) Draw out the desired amount of horsehair and spread it over one half of the linen crest
lining. You will want to use more horsehair than not, since a large amount of horsehair
will be lost during the cap making process. Fold over other half of the linen crest lining,
making a lining “sandwich.” Before picking the lining “sandwich” up, use pins to pin it
together:

8) Using a series of running and backstitches, sew along the perimeter of the lining
“sandwich,” continuing throughout the center of the lining. The more running and
backstitches made, the stronger the hold on the horsehair will be. Further, do not make all
stitches parallel to each other; cross your stitching lines by making a series of stitches in
diagonal directions:




9) Cut excess hair which protrudes from the concave side of the lining “sandwich.” Place
the lining “sandwich” on one side of the felt crest. Fold the felt crest over the lining. Sew
both the long sides of the perimeter of the crest using a running stitch. Fold the tabs of the
felt crest outward:

10) Place the felt crest in place on the top of the crown. Mark the crown at the point
where the front of the felt crest meets the crown closest to the front piece. Using a
straight edge, draw a line from that mark on the crown to the top of the center edge of the
rear piece. Using a knife, cut into the crown along this line.

11) Insert the crest into this slit. Fold the tabs of the crest to the underside of the crown:




12) Affix the crest to the crown by sewing the crest tabs to the crown using a running
stitch:

13) Iron or otherwise apply pressure to the crest so that the horsehair is forced to fall on
the cap’s right side. You may need to maintain pressure on the crest for some time in
order for the horsehair to properly set. You will need to cut along the bottom of the
horsehair so that it is flush or near flush with the bottom of the cap.

14) Sew the button loop to the left side of the cap halfway between the center front and
the center back. Sew or otherwise secure the regimental button to the cap either above or
on the bottom of the button loop, after which insert the cockade into the button loop.

18) Using a whipstitch, place the lining into the cap.



Appendix:

Cap Hair colors of the British Regimental Establishment in the
Province of Quebec, Territories depending thereon, and the
Frontiers, commanded by
General Sir Guy Carleton, K.B., Spring 1777

g Regiment of Foot (or the King’s)—unknown

9™ Regiment of Foot—unknown

20" Regiment of Foot—Black®

21* Regiment of Foot (or Royal North British Fusiliers)—Natural White?
24™ Regiment of Foot—Black or possibly very Dark Green®

29" Regiment of Foot—Red*

31" Regiment of Foot—unknown

34™ Regiment of Foot—possibly Blue®

47" Regiment of Foot—Natural White®

! Identification is based on the ca.1852 copy aquarelle of the ca. 1777 aquarelle by Friederich von
Germann. See Niedersachsisches Staatsarchiv, Wolfenbiittel, Braunschweig; Class mark H-VI 6, Militaria,
g\lr. 27. Friedrich von Germann was captain of a company in the Hessen-Hanau Regiment Erbprinz.

Ibid.
® Ibid. Hair coloration depicted in the ca.1852 copy aquarelle for the 24™ Regiment of Foot is difficult to
determine. It is a much darker shade than the coat facing color of the battalion, but appears to be a lighter
hue than the black depicted for the 20™ Regiment of Foot.
* While describing British regimental uniform modifications of the Canada Army in the spring of 1777,
Thomas Anburey stated that the animal hair in the caps of his regiment was dyed red. At the time the
original letter was written (6 April 1777), Anburey was a volunteer in the 29™ Regiment of Foot.
Generations of writers and historians unable to define Anburey’s military service history, and therefore the
context of his writing, have resulted in significant misrepresentations in living history applications and
historical research. See Travels through the Interior Parts of America. In a Series of Letters. By an Officer,
Volume 1 (Printed for William Lane, London: 1789). Anbury’s reference is further confirmed in
Regimental Orders for the 29™ Regiment of Foot dated 2 May 1782, in which the “red Mains [sic] ” of the
caps were ordered to be “cleaned in the best manner they possible [sic] can.” The caps referred to were
worn simultaneously with regimental jackets as “second order” clothing, in lieu of regimental hats and
coats which the regiment also retained. This order demonstrates that these caps continued to be worn in the
Canada Army long after 1777. See Malcolm Fraser Papers, vol. 28, PAC, MG23, KI.
® The only visual information depicting possible 34™ Regiment of Foot horsehair cap color is found in John
Graham’s ca.1790 painting, The funeral of General Fraser, who was shot after the action at Saratoga,
October 7, 1777. The famous copy painting, owned by the National Army Museum, depicts 34™ Regiment
of Foot Captain Alexander Fraser’s cap horsehair color as red. However, the original ca. 1790 painting
(private collection) and the subsequent original-color 1794 print series depict the same cap as having blue
horsehair. It is therefore implied that Fraser’s cap, which appears to be mounted with the 34 Regiment of
Foot cap ornament, was made while he served with his regiment which is when such cap should have been
constructed. Further, there is no evidence that Fraser’s Company of Marksmen (Fraser’s Rangers) made
any uniform modifications due to both a documented lack of authority to make modifications and a
contingent account to pay for such.
® |dentification is based on the ca.1852 copy aquarelle of the ca. 1777 aquarelle by Friederich von Germann
Niedersachsisches Staatsarchiv, Wolfenbittel, Braunschweig; Class mark H-V1 6, Militaria, Nr. 27.


http://www.62ndregiment.org/Thomas_Anbury_vol1.pdf
http://www.62ndregiment.org/Thomas_Anbury_vol1.pdf

53¢ Regiment of Foot—unknown

62 Regiment of Foot—Natural White’

1% Battalion, Royal Regiment of Artillery (two companies)—Red?®
3% Battalion, Royal Regiment of Artillery (two companies)—Red®
Additional Company, 33" Regiment of Foot—Medium Sorrel*
“Recruits for the Southern Army”—possibly Medium Sorrel™

" Ibid. Coloration is also confirmed in the ca.1862 copy aquarelle by E. Sack (Rare print room, New York
Public Library).

8 Ibid. Importantly, the Royal Regiment of Artillery soldier is the only one of any corps in the Canada army
which has a multiplicity of period and copy visual depictions by various artists and period written
documentation to confirm hair coloration. Red hair is depicted in both “von Germann” copy drawings and
in both James Hunter’s 1779 A View of the Bason of Quebec taken from the Citadel shewing Beauport
shore, Isle of Orleans & Point Levi and A South West View of St. John’s shewing the Fort and the Detach’d
Redoubt with the Blockhouse opposite. See Library and Archives, Canada, C-001513and C-001507. Hunter
was then an employee of the Board of Ordnance in the Corps of Engineers. Regimental Orders for the
Royal Regiment of Artillery serving in the Province of Quebec dated 3 April 1777 stated that the horsehair
purchased for adorning the caps would be “Dyed Reed [sic].” See Morristown NHP, LWS Collection,
Great Britain, Army Orders, May 8, 1776-June 29, 1777.

° Ibid. Although the Royal Regiment of Artillery companies in the Province of Quebec originated from two
of the regiment’s four battalions, all orders for that corps were on the regimental level and therefore
addressed all Royal Regiment of Artillery personnel present in the Province of Quebec.

19 Although additional company men were generally uniformed in jackets, cap-hats, buff or white
waistcoats and breeches, and issued with a stand of arms, the additional company of the 33° Regiment of
Foot in the Province of Quebec is documented to have been outfitted at greater expense by its colonel,
Charles, Earl Cornwallis. Because of this and other uniform details present in the drawing, it should be
assumed that this soldier was accurately identified by the artist.

! These British “recruits for the Southern Army”” were composed of disparate regimental drafts intended
for various regiments serving in the army commanded by General Sir William Howe. As they were not
additional company recruits, they should have been wearing the uniforms of the infantry and cavalry
regiments from which they were drafted. For the purposes of uniformity, it is assumed that their coats and
hats would have been cut and styled on par with those of the 33° Regiment of Foot’s additional company
with which they served throughout the Northern Campaign of 1777.



Making a Rectangular Horsehair Cockade

Start with a piece of horsehair fabric 6” tall by 11” long. The 6” tall side runs parallel to the
cotton fibers (warp), the 10 %2 length runs parallel to the horsehair fibers (weft). Optional: to
control fraying, apply Dritz® Fray Check to the 11" edges.

On the 11” raw edge, fold the edge over %4
onto the wrong side of the fabric, then fold it
over again ¥”. Pin this edge to hold the fabric
in place, then make a running stitch down the
11” folded edge. Repeat on the other 11” raw
edge.

Fold the fabric in half so the wrong side is out, and the two
raw edges are next to each other. Pin the fabric along a
vertical line that is 3/8” from the raw edge. Make a running
stitch down this pinned line. This is the rear seam.

Fold/press down the 3/8” wide doubled raw
edge so it against the cockade. Holding the
3/8” seamage down with one hand, while whip
stitching the raw edge into the back of the
cockade.

Roy Najecki — May 20, 2013



Turn the cockade right side out. Place the rear seam at the
center of the cockade. Knot the end of the thread and
make three long and loose stitches, starting at the top of
the cockade and running to the bottom. Then, with the
same thread, make three long and loose stitches, running
from the bottom to the top. The stitches must be parallel to
each other. With your fingers pull the thread taut so the
cockade gathers into three pleats. Holding the cockade
into its pleated form, take a few small stitches to hold the
thread and pleats in place.

Roy Najecki — May 20, 2013
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